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AUSTIN BEUTNER UPDATE TO THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY 
AS PREPARED FOR DELIVERY – JUNE 1, 2021 

Good morning. I’m Austin Beutner, Superintendent of the Los Angeles Unified School 
District. 
 
Yesterday, we recognized the extraordinary women and men who have given their lives 
in service of our country. May they rest in peace. This is a time to reflect on so many 
who have served this past year -- National Guard members who stood alongside 
doctors, nurses, firefighters and paramedics to help in COVID relief efforts with food, 
supplies and COVID tests and vaccinations. I had the opportunity to speak with cadets 
from Franklin High School who shared their thoughts on Memorial Day. 
 
Today, I’ll share an update on the progress of Los Angeles Unified’s groundbreaking 
effort to provide school-based vaccinations for children ages 12 and up at their local, 
neighborhood school. 
 
And we’ll review in more detail the steps being taken to provide a full day of in-person 
instruction for all students in August when the new school year starts. 
 
Last week, we launched one of the most ambitious efforts in the nation to provide 
vaccinations to children ages 12 and up. In addition to providing vaccinations at 26 sites 
in underserved communities, mobile teams of clinicians are visiting 250 secondary 
schools in Los Angeles Unified over a two-week period before this school year ends. 
We’ll repeat this again during the summer. 
 
The effort is off to a great start -- thousands of children along with their family members 
came to school last week to get their first dose of vaccine. And right away, we saw how 
much difference access to the vaccine at a trusted location in the neighborhood makes. 
More than half of the people we helped at schools just walked in, without an 
appointment, and got vaccinated. 
 
I could share lots of data on the program but the impact of this effort is better 
understood with a few stories of people I met last Monday when we launched the 
program. 
 
At San Pedro High School, home of the Pirates, School pride and the voices of students 
were on full display as student leaders and members of the baseball, basketball and 
track teams, along with cheerleaders, the drill team and the San Pedro Golden Pirate 
¬Regiment Band celebrated their school and the opportunity to be vaccinated.  
 
And nine members of the Pirates’ swim and water polo teams stepped up and got 
vaccinated.  
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Please listen to what the students had to say. 
 
Next stop, Fleming Middle School. Lots of families came with their children as children 
ages 12-15 need a parent or guardian along when they’re getting vaccinated. I 
happened to meet Uzziah, an 8th-grader, who had decided to come to school and get 
vaccinated. His dad, Jonathan, recognized my voice from our weekly updates and we 
struck up a conversation. It turns out Jonathan hadn’t yet been vaccinated but lives with 
his mother who is on kidney dialysis. We talked about it and both Uzziah and I 
encouraged him to get vaccinated while he was there. After a bit of reflection, Jonathan 
decided to get vaccinated alongside his son that same day at school. 
 
We have provided a safety net to students and their families at our schools. Since this 
crisis started, we’ve provided 132 million meals for children and adults, 40 million items 
of much-needed supplies and a million and a half free COVID tests for students, staff 
and their families at schools. This continues with access to the vaccine at a local 
neighborhood school. We often use the words “school family,” but my visit to Fleming 
reminded me of what exactly that looks like. 
 
Clarence, his mom Patricia and his 94-year-old grandmother Isabel also came to school 
together while he got vaccinated. And Abuelita Isabela was so excited, she just had to 
dance.  
 
Enjoy some highlights of the families at Fleming.  
 
The Magic Bus then headed to Maywood Center for Enriched Studies -- also known as 
MaCES -- all part of a 142-mile journey that day. Again, we saw an engaged school 
community and lots of families getting the help they need. 
 
As I was leaving MACES, I stopped by the food truck Principal Duran had arranged as 
part of the celebration and we wound up in a conversation with Track and Field Coach 
Greg Turner and one of his students, Ivan, a senior. Ivan was talking about how he 
needs to find work when he graduates in just a few weeks and how that would likely 
preclude him from going on to college. 
  
Coach Turner and I let him know about the new partnership with Amazon which 
provides good-paying jobs to students like Ivan. He didn’t know he could continue his 
studies and still have the job he needed to help provide for his family. He’s been 
connected with the folks at Amazon and excited about the possibility to continue on to 
college. 
 
The conversation Coach Turner, Ivan and I had is a reminder of why all students need 
to be back in schools. It’s not just the benefit of in-class direct instruction, it’s these 
person to person interactions at school, sometimes quite serendipitous, between 
students and staff which are also an important part of the learning experience. 
  



3 
 

Since schools closed on March 13 last year due to the onset of COVID-19, we have 
worked to keep students engaged and learning, provide support for working families 
and protect the health and safety of everyone in the school community. All with a goal to 
help students return to schools as safely as possible. 
 
We have done the best we can throughout the crisis and at no time have we 
compromised on health and safety.  
 
While we have some sense of what school will look like for the coming school year, our 
COVID crystal ball is not perfect. The good news is infections continue to decrease, 
more people are being vaccinated and health authorities tell us conditions should 
continue to improve. When the new school year starts in August, staff will have had 
more than 6 months to get vaccinated and students 12 and older more than 3 months. 
Whatever it looks like in the weeks and months ahead, we will continue to meet or 
exceed state and local health standards in our schools. 
 
Los Angeles Unified has in place the highest set of safety standards of any school 
district in the nation. Air-filtration systems have been upgraded in every school and the 
air is filtered through the equivalent of an N-95 mask, schools have adequate supplies 
of masks and personal protective equipment, custodial staff has been increased to keep 
schools clean and safe, and all students and staff on campus are tested regularly for 
COVID-19. These safety measures will continue to be in place when the new school 
year starts in August.  
 
We will require students and staff to continue to wear masks in schools until more 
children have been vaccinated, just as Dr. Anthony Fauci has recently advised. But 
August is still 3 months away and we can’t predict exactly what standards health 
authorities will tell us are appropriate at that time. 
 
You can rest assured Los Angeles Unified will continue to meet or exceed all state and 
local health guidelines and will continue to maintain the highest standard of safety of 
any school district in the nation. We will do what’s necessary and appropriate to protect 
the health and safety of all in the school community. 
 
The standards we have put in place and the practices we have in schools are working. 
 
On any given day since schools reopened in April, there are as many as 200,000 
people on school campuses. All are tested on a weekly basis at schools for COVID-19. 
Los Angeles Unified is the only school district in the nation which is providing this level 
of protection. 
 
During an average week less than 1/10 of 1%, or between 30 and 40 people, are testing 
positive for the virus. We have systems in place to notify anyone testing positive so they 
can stay safely at home and keep the virus from spreading to others at a school.  
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Since students returned to campus in early April, only one case has been identified of 
possible spread of the virus in schools. The case involved two adults, neither of whom 
had been vaccinated. 
 
Los Angeles Unified will continue to operate under guidelines from the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, the CDC, as well as those established by state and 
local health authorities. 
 
Looking down the path to recovery and the new school year, all students will have the 
opportunity to participate in full-day, on-campus, in-person instruction.  
 
This means that elementary school students will be on campus 5 days a week for a full 
day of in-person instruction with their teacher and classmates. Middle school and high 
school students will be on campus 5 days a week for a full schedule of instruction, 
changing classrooms for each period if necessary. For both elementary and secondary 
students, after-school programs will be available from the end of the school day until 
6:00 pm. 
 
We look forward to August and a new beginning. The best place for students to learn is 
in a classroom at school and we’ll continue to do all we can to make sure school 
classrooms are as safe as possible.  
 
This coming week schools will begin to share more detailed information about the new 
school year while Town Halls will be held in communities across the Los Angeles area 
to answer any questions you may have. 
 
We’ll close this week by sharing thoughts from Governor Newsom and State 
Superintendent Thurmond who visited schools in Los Angeles last week to speak about 
the importance of vaccinations and to recognize the extraordinary work being done in 
our schools.  
 
Thank you for your continued patience and support.  
  
 


